
An Open Letter to the Western Australian Government 
calling for a permanent ban on fracking 

Unconventional oil and gas development in Western Australia should not go ahead under any circumstances.

The consequences of global warming are already extremely serious including loss of
human life, extreme weather, destruction of natural ecosystems and property damage.

Western Australia is already experiencing severe impacts of global warming,  
which will become far worse if emissions are not decisively reduced. 

Within our children’s lifetime, average summer temperatures in Western Australia could rise by  
up to 6.5 degrees,1 with even higher extremes. Bushfires and drought will increase, rainfall will continue  

to reduce in the populated south west, agriculture will decline, heat stress deaths will increase,  
among many other devastating impacts.2 

Our view is based on the scientifically robust carbon budget framework. On this basis, most existing  
fossil fuel reserves must remain unburned. Any new fossil fuel development is incompatible with the goal  
of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement that aims to hold the rise in global temperature to well below 2.0°C  

above pre-industrial levels and to pursue every effort to limit the rise to 1.5°C.3

Unconventional gas resources in Western Australia are some of the largest unexploited potential sources  
of carbon in the world.4 Opening these to exploitation would, in our view, be grossly irresponsible given 

urgency of the climate situation. 

As scientists and experts concerned about the wellbeing of the people of Western Australia  
and the rest of the world, we strongly urge that unconventional oil and gas is  

permanently banned in Western Australia.
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