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New polling shows lack of support for income tax cuts 
 
A ReachTEL poll of 1217 Queenslanders and 1077 South Australians shows respondents 
resoundingly rejected conventional political wisdom – that income tax cuts are even more popular 
than government investment in health, education and infrastructure. (See full results below) 
 
Just over half (53.0%) of voters in South Australia and half (49.2%) of Queenslanders would prefer to 
see government revenue spent on health and education services and infrastructure spending.   
 
Only 18.8% of Queenslanders and 17.1% of South Australians wanted government revenue spent on 
income tax cuts.  
 
“For too long political orthodoxy has centred on the need to take income tax cuts to every election,” 
Executive Director of The Australia Institute, Ben Oquist said. 
 
“Australia's revenue problem is the key economic challenge going into this Budget, and with the 
new focus on inequality, income tax cuts should be a low priority for either side of politics. 
 
“Both Treasurers of this Coalition Government have made unsubstantiated claims about the 
benefits of income tax cuts – in particular a so called ‘growth dividend’. 
 
“The collapse of the case for a GST increase was actually a collapse in the economic case for tax cuts. 
And it appears the public is wise to this fact. 
 
“Australia remains one of the lowest tax-to-GDP nations in the OECD. A strong tax base in necessary 
to maintain infrastructure and services. 
 
“The choice is not necessarily easy, but it seems that the Australian people understand that an 
income tax cut is a secondary priority to building a well-educated, healthy and productive country,” 
Oquist said. 
 

RESULTS 
Question:  
Both the Government and Opposition are considering offering the promise of personal income tax cuts at the 
next election.  Of the following how would you prefer to see Government revenue spent? 
 

QUEENSLAND (n=1217) Total Female Male 18 – 34  35 – 50 51 – 65 65+ 

Personal income tax cuts 18.8% 18.1% 19.6% 24.0% 21.2% 16.2% 8.5% 

Health and education services / 
infrastructure spending 

49.2% 55.0% 43.1% 48.3% 51.1% 46.6% 51.7% 

Reduction in Government debt 21.9% 17.4% 26.6% 16.1% 20.7% 26.2% 28.4% 
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None of the above 10.1% 9.5% 10.7% 11.6% 7.1% 11.0% 11.4% 

 

QUEENSLAND (n=1217) Total LNP Labor Greens Undecided 

Personal income tax cuts 18.8% 21.7% 12.3% 16.0% 32.3% 

Health and education services / 
infrastructure spending 

49.2% 35.4% 70.8% 74.0% 44.4% 

Reduction in Government debt 21.9% 35.4% 8.4% 1.0% 10.1% 

None of the above 10.1% 7.6% 8.4% 9.0% 13.1% 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA (n=1077) Total Female Male 18 – 34  35 – 50 51 – 65 65+ 

Personal income tax cuts 17.1% 13.9% 20.4% 17.9% 23.6% 16.3% 7.2% 

Health and education services / 
infrastructure spending 

53.0% 60.7% 45.0% 54.2% 48.2% 55.5% 55.3% 

Reduction in Government debt 18.9% 13.9% 24.2% 13.0% 19.7% 19.0% 26.0% 

None of the above 11.0% 11.4% 10.5% 15.0% 8.5% 9.1% 11.5% 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA (n=1077) Total Liberal Labor Greens Undecided 

Personal income tax cuts 17.1% 23.6% 9.8% 20.4% 22.0% 

Health and education services / 
infrastructure spending 

53.0% 40.1% 66.9% 66.7% 48.8% 

Reduction in Government debt 18.9% 28.3% 11.1% 2.2% 12.2% 

None of the above 11.0% 7.9% 12.2% 10.8% 17.1% 

 
Media Inquiries: Tom Burmester 0468 926 833 
 

http://www.tai.org.au/

