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AP6 Going Nowhere Fast 

The Asia-Pacific Partnership is in danger of collapse after the US Congress twice rejected 
appropriations to fund Bush administration commitments to the pact, according to the Australia 
Institute. 

In late May a Republican-led House Appropriations sub-committee blocked a White House 
request for US $46 million to fund commitments to AP6. Legislators had rejected another request 
in early May. 

“The lack of support for AP6 in the US Congress is mirrored in other AP6 countries. There has 
been no political engagement and the process has been left to the bureaucracies”, said Dr Clive 
Hamilton, executive director of The Australia Institute. 

US Senator John McCain, the front-runner to be the next Republican Presidential candidate, has 
dismissed the Asia-Pacific Partnership declaring that it “amounts to nothing more than a nice little 
public-relations ploy … It has almost no meaning. They aren’t even committing money to the 
effort, much less enacting rules to reduce greenhouse gas emissions”. 

“The Australian Government is desperate to bolster its climate change credentials by presenting 
AP6 as a serious alternative to Kyoto, but it is a Clayton’s climate pact”, said Dr Hamilton. 

More than 150 nations have ratified the Kyoto Protocol and are acting on its obligations. The 
treaty received a new lease of life at last November’s Montreal conference where it was agreed to 
begin negotiations for its second commitment period covering 2013-2018. 

Four of the six members of the Asia-Pacific Partnership -  China, India, Japan and South Korea -  
have ratified the Protocol and have a number of legally binding obligations under it. While the 
Government makes much of the fact that AP6 includes countries responsible for nearly half of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, the Kyoto Protocol accounts for 75% of global emissions -  and 
mandates action. 

“Significantly, none of the delegates from China, India, Japan or South Korea mentioned the Asia-
Pacific Partnership in their high-level addresses at Montreal, and all four strongly affirmed their 
continued commitment to the UN process”, said Dr Hamilton. 

The Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs was unambiguous; “This pact has no power for legal 
restrictions. It is a compliment to the Kyoto Treaty, not a replacement”. 

“Australia is alone in putting money into AP6. The projects being announced today by the 
Government are vague in construction and likely outcomes. It looks like $100 million of tax 
payer’s money will be wasted trying to provide cover for the Howard Government’s embarrassing 
refusal to participate in the Kyoto Protocol”, said Dr Hamilton. 
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