
An Open Letter to Chief Minister Michael Gunner

Honour Your Commitment

All Emissions Must Be Fully Offset or Gas Fracking 
Should Not Go Ahead

Please fulfil your commitment to no net increase in greenhouse gas emissions from NT fracking.

Dr Brooke Ah Shay 
Northern Territory Chair for Doctors for the Environment 
Australia

Fiona Armstrong 
Executive Director, Climate and Health Alliance;  
Member, Public Health Association of Australia

Professor Bruce Armstrong AM 
Adjunct Professor, School of Global and Population 
Health, UWA; Emeritus Professor, School of Public Health, 
University of Sydney

Professor Michael Ashley 
Department of Astrophysics, University of New South 
Wales

Professor Hilary Bambrick 
Faculty of Health, Queensland University of Technology; 
Councillor, Climate Council

Professor Howard Bamsey AM 
Honorary Professor School of Regulation and Global 
Governance - RegNet Australian National University

Professor Jon Barnett 
Former IPCC Assessment lead author, ARC Laureate 
Fellow, School of Geography, Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences, University of Melbourne

Professor Sarah Bekessy 
Professor in Sustainability and Urban Planning, Leader, 
Interdisciplinary Conservation Science Research Group 
(ICON Science), RMIT University

Professor Robert Bourman 
Visiting Professorial Fellow, School of Earth, Atmospheric 
and Life Sciences, University of Wollongong

Greg Bourne 
Former Chair, Australian Renewable Energy Agency

Professor Rick Cavicchioli 
School of Biotechnology and Biomolecular Sciences, 
University of New South Wales

Professor John Church 
Climate Change Research Centre, University of New South 
Wales

Professor Timothy Cohen 
Associate Professor and ARC Future Fellow, ARC Centre 
of Exellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University 
of Wollongong

Dr Matt Colloff 
Honorary Senior Lecturer, Fenner School of Environment 
and Society, ANU

A/Prof Peter Dart 
School of Agriculture and Food Sciences, University of 
Queensland

Dr John Debs 
Senior Lecturer, Research School of Physics, ANU

Scientia Professor Matthew England 
Climate Change Research Centre, University of New South 
Wales

A/Prof Brian Finlayson 
Principal Fellow, School of Geography, University of 
Melbourne

Professor Tim Flannery 
Councillor, Climate Council; Australian of the Year 2007; 
Sustainability, Melb.

Tim Forcey 
Energy consultant, former AEMO Gas Principal, 
International Gas Industry Engineer Exxon, Esso BHP

Dr Georgia Garrard 
Senior Lecturer, Office for Environmental Programs; 
Project Lead, NESP Threatened Species Recovery Hub, 
University of Melbourne

Dr Will J Grant 
Senior Lecturer Australian National Centre for the Public 
Awareness of Science, Australian National University

Dr Liz Hanna 
Co-Chair, Environmental Health Working Group World 
Federation of Public Health Associations

Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg 
Deputy Director ARC Centre for Excellence in Coral Reef 
Studies; Founder and Former Director, Global Change 
Institute, University of Queensland;

A/ Prof David Holmes 
Director, Monash Climate Change Communication 
Research Hub, Monash University

Professor Lesley Hughes 
Distingushed Professor of Biology Macquarie University; 
Councillor, Climate Council

Professor Philip Jennings 
Emeritus Professor of Energy Studies, Murdoch University

Professor Hans Lambers 
Emeritus Professor at The University of West Australia; 
Adjunct Professor at Curtin University, Distinguished 
Professor at China Agricultural University, Beijing, China

Dr Carmen Lawrence 
Professor Emerita, University of Western Australia

Dr Benedikt Ley 
Senior Research Fellow and Lecturer, Menzies School of 
Health Research

Professor Ian Lowe AO 
Emeritus Professor, Science, Technology and Society, 
Griffith University

Professor Malcolm McCulloch 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, 
University of Western Australia; Oceans Graduate School 
and UWA’s Oceans Institute

Dr Kerry McHale 
Remote area GP

A/Prof Malte Meinshausen 
The University of Melbourne

Professor Katrin Meissner 
Climate scientist, University of New South Wales

Richie Merzian 
Climate & Energy Program Director, The Australia Institute

Professor Rob Moodie 
Deputy Head and Professor of Public Health, Melbourne 
School of Population and Global Health

Jeremy Moss 
Professor of Political Philosophy, University of New South 
Wales

A/ Prof Gavin Mudd 
Environmental Engineering, School of Engineering,  
RMIT University

Greg Mullins AO 
Founder, Emergency Leaders for Climate Action; Former 
Commissioner Fire & Rescue NSW; Former President 
Australasian Fire & Emergency Service Authorities Council

Dr Brett Murphy 
A/Prof. Research Institute for the Environment and 
Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University

A/Prof Shauna Murray 
Associate Professor and Leader, Seafood Safety Group 
School of Life Sciences UTS Sydney

Dr Timothy Neale 
Deakin University

Ben Oquist 
Executive Director, The Australia Institute

Graeme Pearman AM 
Former Chief, CSIRO Atmospheric Research; Professorial 
Fellow, University of Melbourne

Dr Catherine Pendrey 
Remote area GP

Darryl Pepper 
Former Director/Chief Fire Officer, Fire and Emergency 
Services NT

Professor John Quiggin 
VC Senior Research Fellow, School of Economics, 
University of Queensland

Dr Jo Randall 
Post Doctoral Research Fellow, Research Institute for the 
Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University

Dr Euan Ritchie 
Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation,  
Deakin University

Bruce Robertson 
Energy Finance Analyst Institute for Energy Economics 
and Financial Analysis

Steve Rothwell 
Former Chief Fire Officer/Director of Northern Territory 
Fire and Rescue Service

Professor Tilman A Ruff AO 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient, School of Population and 
Global Health, University of Melbourne

Dr Kamaljit K Sangha 
Outstanding Future Researcher — Ecological Economics, 
Darwin Centre for Bushfire Research; Research Institute 
for the Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin 
University

Dr Madeline Shepherd 
Remote area GP

Professor Steven Sherwood 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes,  
Climate Change Research Centre, UNSW

Emeritus Professor Will Steffen 
Australian National University

Stephen Sutton 
Former Director, Bushfires NT

Dr Peter W Tait 
Public Health Association Australia

Frank H Talbot AM 
Fellow California Academy Sci; Director Emeritus, US 
national Museum of Nat. Hist. Smithsonian Inst.; Past 
Director, The Australian Museum

Luke Tennent 
Medical scientist, bacterial and tropical diseases, Royal 
Darwin Hospital

Dr John Van Der Kallen 
National Chair, Doctors for the Environment Australia

Professor Mark L Wahlqvist AO 
Emeritus Professor, former Professor and Head of 
Medicine at Prince Henry’s Hospital and Monash  
Medical Centre

Professor Brendan Wintle 
Professor in Conservation Ecology, School of Ecosystem 
and Forest Science, The University of Melbourne

Professor John Wiseman 
Melbourne Sustainable Society Institute,  
The University of Melbourne

A/Prof Bayden Wood 
Australian Research Council Future Fellow, Director of 
Monash Centre for Biospectroscopy

In 2018, many of us strongly urged that gas fracking 
should not go ahead in the Northern Territory.

This was based on the scientifically robust carbon budget 
framework which shows existing fossil fuel reserves 
need to remain unburned. New fossil fuel development 
is incompatible with the goal of the 2015 Paris 
climate agreement that aims to limit the rise in global 
temperature to well below 2.0°C above pre-industrial 
levels and to make every effort to limit the rise to 1.5°C.

Since then, the situation has become more urgent.

The rapid escalation of climate change and its impacts 
was underlined by the latest IPCC report, and supported 
by the International Energy Agency’s (IEA) pathway to 
limit warming to 1.5 degrees. This leaves no room for 
major new fossil fuel developments like fracking across 
the NT.

The NT is particularly susceptible to climate change. 
In Darwin the number of days over 35°C is expected to 
increase from 11 days per year currently to up to 308 days 
in 2070 if emissions are not reduced quickly. 

Climate change is also increasing the frequency and 
severity of fires, floods and other extreme weather events. 
Sea-level rise is accelerating, and sea levels along the NT 
coast are rising faster than the global average.

Chief Minister Gunner, you committed to the faithful 
implementation of all the recommendations  
of the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing in 
the Northern Territory (Fracking Inquiry), including the 
critically important Recommendation 9.8:

That the NT and Australian governments seek 
to ensure that there is no net increase in the life 
cycle GHG emissions emitted in Australia from 
any onshore shale gas produced in the NT.[1]

The Inquiry report makes it clear: “the increase in life 
cycle GHG emissions in Australia from any onshore shale 
gas produced in the NT must be fully offset.”

Lifecycle emissions include all emissions from the 
production, processing and ultimate combustion of  
the gas if within Australia, which are known as scope 1,  
2 and 3 emissions.

Chief Minister Gunner, for you to honour your commitment the NT offset policy must require 
all lifecycle Greenhouse Gas emissions in Australia from any onshore gas produced in the NT 

including scope 3 emissions to be fully and genuinely offset.

If this cannot be achieved, a critical recommendation has failed, and fracking should not proceed.
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