Q&A: Native forest logging
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Why are Tasmania’s native forests important?

Tasmania’s native forests are globally recognised for their unique species and their
conservation value. They are also some of the most carbon dense forests on the planet.?
Emissions from native forest logging in Tasmania have been estimated at 4.65 million
tonnes of CO; equivalent per year, making it the highest emitting sector in the Tasmanian
economy.? The reduction in native forest logging since 2011 has been a major factor in the
state’s achievement of negative greenhouse emissions, along with hydroelectricity.?

How many people work in native forest logging?

Census figures show that just 885 people worked in all forestry and logging in Tasmania in
2021. This includes both plantation and native forestry. There were a further 1,430 workers
across all wood product and paper manufacturing industries. In total, this represents just
under 1% of all Tasmanian jobs—and only a fraction of these are actually dependent on
native forestry and most could be transitioned to plantation log supply.

A 2018 report commissioned by a forestry industry body estimated that there were 1,112
jobs in native forestry activities, including growing, harvest, haulage and primary processing,
down from 4,120 in 2006.* It estimated total forest industry jobs in Tasmania at 3,076, 1.4%
of the labour force.
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Does Tasmania log more native forest than
other states?

Yes. 25% of Tasmania’s wood product comes from native forest, compared to just 9% for
the rest of Australia.”> Tasmania accounts for 40% of all native forest log volume in Australia,
more than WA, NSW and Queensland combined. Nationally, 88% of wood product comes
from plantations, with this number set to rise as Victoria and WA end native forest logging
by 2024.

Does native forest logging make money for
Tasmania?

No. Sustainable Timbers Tasmania (STT)—the government-owned business enterprise that
manages logging in native forests—has been heavily subsidised by the Tasmanian
Government. Over the period 1997-2017 STT suffered a cash loss of $454 million and wrote
down the asset value of the forest estate by $751 million.® In its 2022 Annual Report, STT
reported cash receipts from non-government customers of product of $102 million versus
expenses of $112 million.”

How much of the forest ends up as sawlog?

When a forest is logged, less than 1% of that forest’s biomass ends up as a sawn timber
product.®

Some 60% of the forest’s biomass is simply left on site, and either burned or left to rot. Of
the 40% of biomass that is removed, only 10% (4% of the total biomass) becomes sawlogs—
and only 25% of those logs (1% of the total biomass) becomes sawn timber. °
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