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Plan

1. Overview of political finance
2. What does “fair” reform look like?
3. Status quo and proposed changes
4. Constructive reforms



Part 1: Overview of political finance



Party receipts over an election cycle
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Sources of money

• Donations from:
– members of the public
– corporations/lobbies
– wealthy individuals
– trade unions
– donation aggregators
– candidates
– MPs and their staff

• Cash-for-access
• Party membership fees

– rank and file
– “business forums”

• Union affiliation fees
• Tithe on MPs and staff
• Assets/investments



Sources of money

Adapted from the Grattan Institute and AEC
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What does this tell us?



Fossil fuel donations vs total receipts
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Part 2: What does fair reform look 
like?



Principles of fair reform

Fair treatment
• Range of choices; no 

additional barriers
• Incumbents vs new entrants
• Party vs independent
• Big vs small 

Targeted and effective
• Focus on greatest threats
• Public funding is fit for 

purpose
• Distinguish between good 

faith gifts vs cash-for-access



Part 3: Status quo and proposed 
changes



Electoral Reform Bill





Donation caps

• Status quo: None
• Govt’s proposed changes:

– A donor cannot give a recipient more than $20k 
for electoral purposes in a calendar year

• Major parties are “groups” of 5+ parties

– A donor cannot give more than $640k for electoral 
purposes to all recipients in a calendar year

– “Nominated entities” are exempt
– After the 2025 election



Spending caps

• Status quo: None
• Govt’s proposed changes:

– $800k for each independent candidate
– $800k per seat for a party (if targeted; if mentions 

seat/candidate; divided among mentions)
– $90 million total for a party
– (Other state and territory level restrictions)
– $11 million for a “third party”
– (Election spending only)



Public funding

• Status quo: ~$3 per vote in HOR and Senate, 
reimbursement of actual expenditure

• Govt’s proposed changes:
– Increase to $5 per vote
– $90k admin funding per HOR MP, $45k per 

senator (per three-year cycle)



Proposed public funding per cycle
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Transparency and disclosure

• Status quo: Contributions over ~$17k 
disclosed in Feb data dump (this Monday!)

• Govt’s proposed changes: 
– Contributions over $1k disclosed
– Gifts for electoral purposes over $1k disclosed in 

real-time by recipient and donor
– Donation splitting loophole closed



Part 4: Constructive reforms

• Transparency and disclosure
• Reveal lobbyist activity 
• Mega-donor cap
• Democracy vouchers



Conclusion

• Complicated area, but fundamental to our 
democracy

• As a voter, you’re entitled to an opinion! 
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