AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT MUST HALT THE DE
OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST ARTW

— AN OPEN LETTER FROM ARTISTS AROUND THE WORLD -

ADVERTISEMENT

To the Australian Environment Minister

By the end of summer, you will decide whether to protect one of Australia and the world’s most important artworks,

or allow its ongoing destruction for decades from additional acid gas pollution from the North West Shelf gas export terminal.

In addition to its spiritual importance to the traditional custodians, the World Heritage nominated Murujuga rock art on the
Burrup Peninsula in Western Australia is one of the most important and spectacular artworks in the world. At over 40,000 years olc
it is at least twice as ancient as the Lascaux cave paintings in France, and eight times as ancient as the pyramids in Egypt,
and Stonehenge. It is also a continuous living artwork produced over forty millennia, recording the artists’ vision of everything
from prehistoric megafauna to the arrival of Europeans.

ese artworks have survived an ice age but it's taken industrial gas export activities just 40 years to put them in danger.

Since the arrival of the gas industry, acid gas emissions have corroded these priceless exquisite images and thousands of petrog
have been removed and destroyed. Now the Australian Government is considering approving a further 50 years of gas exports al
pollution from the largest gas project in Australia, the North West Shelf gas export terminal. Other countries like France, the UK
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and Egypt would never allow this to happen to their cultural heritage.
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Ramsden Award Book of the Year, Queensland Premier’s
Book Awards

Vicki Varvaressos
Renowned Australian artist. Collected by National Gallery of
Australia, National Gallery of Victoria, and Art Gallery of NSW

Wendy Stavrianos
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As artists we condemn the damage done to these priceless artworks.
We call on the Environment Minister to reject another 50 years of pollution and damage to one of Australi
and the world’s most important cultural heritage sites by the North West Shelf gas export terminal.
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